
Background The Act ion  for  Denta l  Health  Act  was  f i r st  introduced in  the House of  Representat ives  on  May 

15,  2017.  Co -authored by  Reps.  Robin  Kel ly  (D - IL-2)  and Mike S impson (R - ID-2) ,  the Act  passed the House with  

b ipart isan  support  on  February  26,  2018.  On June 6,  2018,  Sens.  Cory  Booker  (D -NJ) ,  B i l l  Cass idy,  M.D.  (R -LA) ,  

Mazie Hirono (D-HI)  and T im Scott  (R -SC)  introduced the Act  in  the Senate.  The Act  passed the Senate by  vo ice 

vote on  October  10,  2018.  The act  was  s igned by  the Pres ident on  December  11,  2018 and became law.  

Defining the bill The Act ion  for  Denta l  Health  Act  a ims to  expand access  to  ora l  care for  more Amer icans,  

by  prov id ing funding for  cr i t ica l  ora l  health  in i t iat ives  and breaking down barr iers  that  regular ly  prevent 

pat ients  f rom receiv ing care.  The Act  reauthor izes  grants  through the Centers  for  D isease Contro l  and 

Prevention  (CDC)  in  conjunct ion  with  the Health  Resources  and Serv ices  Admin istrat ion  (HRSA) ,  and funds  go  

towards  ora l  health  education,  denta l  d isease prevention,  and increased access  to  care.  The Act  expands  the 

def in it ion  of  who would  be el ig ib le  to  receive funds,  includ ing academic inst i tut ions,  s tate denta l  associat ions,  

non-prof i t  community -based organizat ions,  as  wel l  as  state and loca l  health  and/or  denta l  departments .
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The Action for Dental Health Act: 

1 Provides  oral  health services  to those in need

The Act  supports  ora l  health  promotion  and d isease 

prevention  act iv i t ies  at  the CDC,  such  as  school -based denta l  

sea lant programs and support  for  community  water  

f luor idat ion.  Through addit ional  funding and resources ,  the 

Act  a lso  improves  ora l  health  education  and reduces  barr iers  

to  care.

2 Expands  char itable  init iat ives

Dentists  and denta l  benef i ts  prov iders  prov ide mi l l ions  of  

do l lars  in  f ree serv ices  to  del iver  care to  those in  need across  

the country .  The Act ion  for  Denta l  Health  Act  expands  the l i s t  

of  e l ig ib le  enti t ies  to  apply  for  grant funding to  prov ide more 

free and d iscounted care at  the loca l  level .

3 Supports  underserve d populat i ons

As part  of  HRSA grants  under  the U.S.  Department of  Health  

and Human Serv ices ,  the Act  expands  programs that  prov ide 

ora l  health  serv ices  in  denta l  health  profess ional  shortage 

areas  by  estab l ish ing denta l  homes for  ch i ldren  and adults ,  

estab l ish ing in i t iat ives  to  reduce the use of  emergency  

departments  for  denta l  serv ices ,  and prov id ing denta l  care to  

nurs ing home res idents .

National bipartisan support

"As a physician, I know that dental care is 
crucial to overall health. Untreated dental 
disease leads to millions of dollars in 
preventable dental-related ER visits each 
year… Action for Dental Health expands 
the reach of existing community based 
programs which screen, treat and educate 
underserved populations connecting 
patients to dentists who can continue to 
treat them down the road." 

- Sen. Cassidy (R-LA)

"Oral health is an important part of one's 
overall health and well-being, but many 
people lack access to these essential 
services — especially those from 
underserved communities… This 
legislation takes a vital step in addressing 
those gaps and increasing families' access 
to oral health care and preventive 
services."

- Sen. Booker (D-NJ)

mailto:jdaughn@deltadental.com

